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As I Ponder…  
I was raised with the unstated but implicit assumption that we can – 

and should – be perfect. Perfect in the sense of getting it right. 

Perfect with the idea that there is one best (or correct) way. 

Perfect, as error-free. Perfect, as flawless, with no imperfections. It 

was supported by a societal and cultural belief of a perfect (if 

unnatural) body. It was propagated by a culture that emphasizes 

everyone can achieve greatness (i.e. perfection) if they work hard 

enough. It was also fostered by deductive Western logic and linear 

thinking that results in one right answer, one correct path. 

This idea of perfection is deadly. Since it is actually unachievable, it 

set us (and me) up for constant failure. When we assume there is 

one right religion or philosophy, one right political party or system, 

one right educational structure or teaching method, or one right 

way of living our lives, we delude ourselves. Instead of providing 

answers or direction or possibilities, it simply creates rigidity 

unprepared for the real storms of life. 

But I really struggle with this. I have a tension between pushing 

what I believe is “better” (or “right”) and being open to other 

perspectives. It is hard – especially in our polarized context – to 

engage, listen, be open. It is so much easier to shut myself off, 

surround myself with like-minded voices. That calms my mind and 

my spirit. But it probably also stunts my own growth as well as 

perpetuates the social ice age. 

I also realize that if there is perfection, I set myself up for 

constantly questioning whether I am doing it right or doing it 

wrong. While self-reflection is good, that constant self-questioning 

hurts my soul. 

Jesus is attributed with the statement, Be perfect, even as your 

heavenly parent is perfect. But that’s a lousy translation. Rather, be 

whole, be complete. Which brings me to the question:  What are the 

things that help you be whole? What engagements fill you, complete 

you? 

Gratefully yours…  heather 
  

http://www.atascaderoucc.org/
tel:%28734.904.3113
https://www.flickr.com/photos/rofanator/49935105827/in/pool-iphone-pics
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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Buildings and Grounds Ministry 

We have a lot of work pending on a very large list to care for our Church property. I created a Spreadsheet 
of Terror of major to minor repairs and issues broken down by priority (e.g. safety being number one down 
to lower priority but important repairs). I need help in addressing these issues by breaking down the list 
into easier and smaller chunks of work so we can move forward with making our Church look and feel 
better for our Congregation. 

The Sanctuary roof, late April to early May, will consist of contractors coming in to remove all asbestos 
roof tiles as well as the ceiling tiles in the balcony area. The week after will have new roof tiles installed. 
This will be a huge cost but necessary for the betterment of our Sanctuary longevity. Since my day job will 
allow me to be at the Church only so much, I need a few knowledgeable volunteers who can be available 
for daily check-in with contractors in case they have questions. On days I cannot be there I will be available 
by phone. 

Please let me know who would like to make this ministry a huge success (if I have not already scared you 
off). Remember that the Big Picture can be broken down into small snapshots to make things easier to 
achieve. 

Thank you for taking the time to read this. We are blessed with a great church and congregation.  

– Chuck Kania 
 

COVID-19 and Community Church 

We are paying close attention to how things are progressing with the COVID-19 epidemic locally. While it will be 
legal for us to meet in person, our re-opening team is taking a cautious approach to ensure the safety of our 
members and congregants. We anticipate gradually opening up for small groups meeting in the church facilities 
with strict safety and sanitation guidelines. But, recognizing there will likely be an uptick in infections (both 
through the new variants and because of larger gatherings of people), we are not yet confident that opening for 
worship will be safe. Please continue to wear a mask, wash your hands, and maintain a 6’ distance. And be sure 
to get a COVID-19 vaccine. Ages 16+ are now eligible. 

 
CHEERFUL GIVERS 

Members and friends of the Community Church continue 
to provide dinner to hungry people at ECHO (El Camino 
Homeless Organization). Every second Wednesday of the 
month, we bring 100 servings of salads, vegetables, 
chicken enchiladas, and desserts. As you can imagine, it 
takes a dedicated team of volunteers to make this happen. 
I would like to acknowledge people who have contributed 
lately. Many thanks go to: 

Alan Baer, Carmen Baker, Ellen Fry, Debbie Kellogg, Jodi 
Loy, Brenda May, Jeanne Miller, Janet Morales, Marsha 
Robbins, Martha Staib, Shirley Summers, & Judy Wulff. 

When there are so many troubles in our world, I think many of us wonder what we can do to help. 
Providing this meal is one thing we can do to serve an immediate need in our community. If you would like 
to join our team of cheerful givers, please call or email me (805-466-3413 / bewley1974@att.net). 

Gratefully yours, Celia Bewley 

Judy and Janet deliver their colorful gourmet salads for ECHO 
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From El Camino Homeless Organization 

The Atascadero Emergency Winter Shelter opened its doors on 

November 9, 2020 and concluded the season on March 31, 2021. 

In those five months, the shelter provided a safe place to sleep for 

141 individuals. 

• An average of 15 guests per night 

• 18 individuals from the winter shelter moved into ECHO 

• 6 have found permanent, secure housing 

• Many were able to be connected to community resources 

(AA meetings, detox centers, TMHA, faith-based groups, 

case management, and more) 

A special thank you to Community Church of Atascadero for providing their building, and to the volunteers that 

made it possible to help the most vulnerable people facing homelessness. 

Thank you, also, to all of the individuals who checked our property during this time, especially Carmen B and Kaye R, 
co-organizers! 

 

Sacred Ground: Cultivating Connections Between our Faith, our Food, and the Climate. 

April is Earth Month. There are many ways 
we can address climate change, including 
through food justice.  

Community Church has long been involved 
in feeding people. Now there is a 
grassroots effort within our congregation 
to begin a food garden, led by Kristina 
Prozesky and David May. If you would like 
to participate, contact Kristina (512-461-
6767 / khoracek@gmail.com). 

Interfaith Power & Light (IPL) has sponsored Kiss the 
Ground, a new film how about how regenerating the 
world’s soils has the potential to rapidly stabilize Earth’s 
climate, restore lost ecosystems, and create abundant 
food supplies. This film explains why transitioning to 
regenerative agriculture could be key in rehabilitating the 
planet, while simultaneously invigorating a new sense of 
hope and inspiration in viewers. 

You can view this film online for free April 10-25. Go to 
http://bit.ly/fcawfilm to sign up and view the film. 

One Great Hour of Sharing 

The theme this year for One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) is Let Love Flow. Your generosity ensures that, even in 

the midst of uncertainty, the transforming power of love will continue to change the lives of those who are most 

vulnerable among us. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has laid bare structural inequities that contribute to increased poverty and injustice. On full 

display is the plight of the working poor who have lost jobs, are on the brink of homelessness, and are waiting for 

hours in long lines at food pantries. Deadly wildfires, hurricanes, earthquakes, floods, and wars have left people 

homeless, families grieving loss of loved ones and entire communities awaiting assistance for long term disaster 

recovery.  

Refugees and asylum seekers are left in limbo, languishing at borders waiting for welcome. Many have been 

displaced by economic conditions, war and climate change. Among the millions of refugees are families looking for 

safe places that they can call home. In the midst of these despairing moments, the United Church of Christ is able to 

offer hope as we stand in solidarity and mutuality with communities suffering and in need. 

Through One Great Hour of Sharing, we at Community Church can support Wider Church Ministries, through which 

the United Church of Christ fulfills its commitment to respond to a variety of global and local concerns. Working in 

collaboration with our partners locally and globally the UCC responds by providing advocacy, sustainable 

development resources, long term disaster recovery support, and assistance for refugee and asylum seekers. 

To give, simply choose the “Special Offering” tab in Tith.ly if you give online, or mark your check as OGHS. Thank 

you for your generosity. – Stewardship Ministry 

http://bit.ly/fcawfilm


Still Speaking – Apr 2021 

 

Congregation Ohr Tzafon GALA 2021 

We are excited to honor our beloved Rabbi Janice 
Mehring and her 20+ years of service to Congregation 
Ohr Tzafon. In addition to being our rabbi, she is a 
humanitarian and civic leader involved in interfaith 
and community projects throughout San Luis Obispo 
County. This is because of her commitment to building 
respect and understanding among all people. Sunday, 
May 23 from 5-7 pm. For more information: 
www.congregationohrtzafon.org/gala-2021.html 

Drum roll… 

Atascadero Citizen of the Year: Brenda May 

We are extremely proud of Brenda and excited 
that she is being recognized for all of the ways 

she supports the Atascadero community!  

To attend the virtual Atascadero Chamber 
Annual Gala and Awards event, you can get 

more information and purchase your tickets at 
www.atascaderochamber.org 

 
 

Since 1957, when the first “uniting” General Synod gathered in 
1957 in Cleveland, Ohio, to the meeting in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
in 2019, the General Synod of the United Church of Christ has 
faithfully convened a meeting every two years in physical 
locations throughout the United States. 

2021 will be different. The 2021 gathering of the General Synod 
will take place entirely online. We will gather under the theme: 
Rooted in Love, July 11-18, 2021. You can expect the vibrancy of 
Spirit-led worship with prophetic preaching, music- and art-filled 
experiences that will anchor us. You can expect the same Spirit-

filled energy in an engaging meeting of the General Synod that tends to the business and forward-
momentum of the United Church of Christ. And, you can expect to learn more and connect with the UCC 
by attending workshops and other opportunities being prepared for you. 

 

Southern California Nevada Conference 

of the United Church of Christ 

Northern Association Spring Meeting 
Saturday, April 24, 2021 
Via Zoom, 10 am-Noon 

Stay tuned for the Zoom link 

 

Keep on your hearts & in your prayers… 

Belinda B, Lisa K, Livia K, Kate L,  
Mary Jane M, Joseph P, Kaye R, Stew T 

And all of the caregivers 

 
 

Virtual Suor Angelica 

Valley Opera & Performing Arts, in collaboration with Opera San Luis Obispo and Mission Opera, is 
excited to bring you this entirely virtual production of Puccini's heart-wrenching opera, "Suor Angelica", 
performed with The VOPA Orchestra, under the baton of Opera San Luis Obispo's General and Artistic 
Director Brian Asher Alhadeff – and our own Kristina Prozesky! 

Suor Angelica tells the tale of a woman who bears a child out of wedlock and is sent to a convent to 
repent for her sins. The opera takes place in the span of a single day, following the sisters during a 
celebration for the start of spring. This one-act opera is from a Trittico, or series of three one-acts, and 
was Puccini's favorite of the set. The glorious music of this piece is unmatched, and we know you will be 
moved to tears by the end... so have tissues nearby!  https://youtu.be/mJQMcOq5Stg 
 

http://www.congregationohrtzafon.org/gala-2021.html
http://www.atascaderochamber.org/
https://youtu.be/mJQMcOq5Stg
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April Birthdays & Anniversaries 
4 – Anniversary – Dick & Lois Ramont 
14 – Candice Hubbard 
16 – Marlene Pearce 
17 – Lisa Kania 
22 – Virginia Carsley 
22 – Anniversary – Bill & Marilyn Hamilton 

 

 

Community Church Choir: 
 9 am Sundays (except 3rd Sundays) 

During our weekly virtual choir rehearsals, we learn 

vocal techniques & have fun singing. Come check 

us out!  

 

 
 
ZOOM LINKS 

To join via the internet (computer or smartphone), simply click on the internet link. To join with your 

telephone (audio only), dial (1) 669 900 9128. When asked, enter the Meeting ID and Password. 
 

Sunday Worship and 

Midweek Fellowship 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/937257009?pwd=UGZVR

HdoNVRYS09TWElGcWlXQkJvdz09  

MEETING ID:  937 257 009 

PASSCODE:  528041 

Church Choir 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81750412891?pwd=K2dt

d3lwNmswUmRkOXlwZytiSStCZz09  

MEETING ID:  858 1515 0012 

PASSCODE:  202869 

Thursday Bible Study 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82952931382?pwd=dFcx

N2RtQzVoUit4RXZac2RMbXdZZz09 

MEETING ID: 829 5293 1382 

PASSCODE: 303403 

  

Sun Mon Tues Weds Thurs Fri Sat 

28 
  

29 
Pastor’s 
day off  

30 31 
3pm Fellowship online 
7pm Race 
Conversations 

Apr 1 
9:30am Bible study 
 

2 

 
 

3 
 

4 
9 am CCA Virtual Choir 
10 am Sunday worship 
with Communion online 
 

5 
Pastor’s 
day off 
 
 
 

6 
 
 
 
 

 

7 
3pm Fellowship online 
 

8 
9:30am Bible study 
 

9 10 

11 
9 am CCA Virtual Choir 
10 am Worship online 
 
 

12 
Pastor’s 
day off 
 

13 
UCC 
Nurture 
webinar 
12:30 

14 
3pm Fellowship online 
4pm ECHO meal 
UCC Wednesdays with 
the World webinar 
11:00-12:00 

15 
9:30am Bible study 
 

16 17 

18 
10 am Worship online 
12 pm Council meeting 
 

19 
Pastor’s 
day off 
 

20 21 
3pm Fellowship online 
 

22 
9:30am Bible study 
 

23 24 
Northern 
Association 
Spring Meeting 
10:00am – 
12:00pm 

25 
9 am CCA Virtual Choir 
10 am Worship online 

26 
Pastor’s 
day off 
 

27 28 
3pm Fellowship online 
 

29 
9:30am Bible study 
 

30 May 1 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/937257009?pwd=UGZVRHdoNVRYS09TWElGcWlXQkJvdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/937257009?pwd=UGZVRHdoNVRYS09TWElGcWlXQkJvdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81750412891?pwd=K2dtd3lwNmswUmRkOXlwZytiSStCZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81750412891?pwd=K2dtd3lwNmswUmRkOXlwZytiSStCZz09
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Greta Peck Broker Owner  

 
212 S. Main St., Suite 103 

Templeton, CA 9346 

(805)464-0400 office 

(805) 674-2249 cell 

gretapeck@msn.com 

Lic #01298277 

 

 

 
 

     
 
 Selling real estate throughout SLO County since 2000 
 
Ten percent of any referral that results in a closed transaction 
shall be donated to the Community Church of Atascadero. 
Thank you for your referrals! 

mailto:gretapeck@msn.com

