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Still Speaking … 
                                             A newsletter from the Community Church of Atascadero 

 
 

Community Church 
Of Atascadero 

United Church of Christ 

5850 Rosario Avenue 
Atascadero, CA 93422 

(805)466-9108 

atascaderoucc@gmail.com 

www.atascaderoucc.org 
 

Worship 10 am Sunday 
 

Pastor:  Heather Branton 
Atascaderouccpastor@ gmail.com 
Cell phone (805) 470-9486 
Pastor’s Office Hours:  
Drop-in Thurs 10-12 at Bru 
Coffeehouse, or by appointment 
 

Church Office Hours: 
Tues – Fri  9:30 – noon 
Marth Thomson, Office Administrator 

Atascaderoucc@gmail.com 
Closed Sat., Sun., & Mon.  

 

As I Ponder… 

It was a cacophony! Between the dogs barking and the echo of 

conversation, it probably was hard to believe we were about to 

begin a worship service.  No cats dared attend. No birds or 

gophers appeared. But a frightened rabbit did venture in, 

though I’m sure he was not very happy with the canine clamor. 

But as we moved into a time of meditation there was a still in 

the room. It seemed as if all in attendance paused to be still and 

breathe, to become aware of Holy Presence. By the time I 

moved through the room to offer a blessing to each of the 

animals, something truly sacred and profound was happening. 

With each blessing, I felt as if the dog – and the rabbit – was 

truly aware of God’s love and humbly receptive to the 

acknowledgement that they, too, are holy and embody the 

Divine. 

Rev. Chuck Queen has written:1 

A “thin place” is a place where the world of God and the 

world of creation touch. A place where God’s radiant 

goodness, the light and love and presence of God become 

almost palpable. A place where the veil is pulled back a bit and 

we are able to see a little more clearly and feel a little more 

deeply the divine grace present in life. It’s a place where we 

almost touch the Divine. 

Some people believe that thin places happen in certain 

locations. Perhaps some think they require a certain 

expectation and openness. For me, with my anticipation of a 

noisy, lively service, the blessing of the animals was pure 

serendipity – sacred connection has lingered, leaving me with a 

bit of awe and a taste of serenity. 

I’m not sure who was blessed more through this experience – 

(most of) the pets calming and peaceful, some people with wet 

eyes, all of us collectively grateful for our animal companions.  

Meanwhile, I am grateful for the ways the Spirit eases in to the 

chaos. May you also be surprised by Sacred Presence in 

unexpected places. 

Humbly yours…  heather 
 
1 https://afreshperspective-chuck.blogspot.com 

http://www.atascaderoucc.org/
tel:%28734.904.3113
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Fall Workday - September 14 

Whatever your talent or interest, we have an opportunity for you.  Cleaning, organizing, replacing 
filters, raking, trimming, or replacing window panes; we have it all.  Saturday September 14 from 
9:00 am - 1:00 pm is the time and the place is somewhere near Fellowship Hall. 

 

BUILDING OUR COMMUNITY 
 

BBQ IN THE PARK 

It takes a village and it went nice and smooth.  It was great teamwork at BBQ in the Park.  Big 
Thank-You to all that participated by baking, serving, selling tickets, buying tickets, setting up, and 
taking down! 

CHURCH PICNIC 

Our Church Picnic is September 22.  It is such a fun time for us to gather, please bring friends and 
family.  We are looking for helpers!  What games could we play?  Who wants to BBQ?  Please 
contact Brenda May with questions. 

OCTOBER 5TH COLONY DAYS 

It’s almost here once again.  Anyone interested in helping with our float for the Colony Days 
Parade, please see David May.  We will continue to have a booth at the colony Days event sharing 
with SLO Unitarian Church.  More information to follow. 

RUMMAGE SALE COMING OCTOBER 18-19 

Our Rummage Sale is planned for the Fall.  We are looking to change it up a bit with new hours to 
increase our sales.  We might add evening hours on the 18th and/or open and close later each day. 
We will continue our Bargain Boutique on the stage.  It was fairly successful in the spring and we 
want to see how it will progress.  Please contact Brenda or David May as they are looking for input 
and volunteers to help out, thank you! 

 

Financial Note: 

The BBQ In the Park event netted $1,378 for our church. This is much, much better than 

last year.  Hats off to Brenda, Dave and all who participated and supported this fundraiser! 

Dick Ramont, Treasurer 

From our Co-Moderators - Jeanne & Celia 

Last Sunday, Community Church joined UCC churches around the country, along with other faith 

communities and organizations, in remembering the 1619 arrival in America of the first Africans. 

This commemoration acknowledges the continued impact of slavery after 400 years.  The following 

article from the National Park Service provides more detail on this bell ringing. 

 

Thanks go to Torrey B. for ringing our bell at noon (3pm EDT)! 
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The bell at Fort Monroe National Monument on August 25, 2019 (NPS photo) 

 

Day of Healing | Nationwide Bell Ringing Ceremony  

The bell at Fort Monroe National Monument on August 25, 2019 (NPS photo) 
On August 25, 2019, parks, partners, and sites across the country gathered to remember 
the landing of the first enslaved Africans in English-occupied North America 400 years ago at 
Point Comfort in Hampton, Virginia, now part of Fort Monroe National Monument, a unit of the 
National Park System.  
 
The anniversary was commemorated at Fort Monroe and nationwide as a day of healing and 
reconciliation. Fort Monroe National Monument and its partners invited parks and community 
organizations across the country to come together in solidarity to ring bells simultaneously for four 
minutes—one for each century—to remember the first Africans who were brought in bondage to 
American shores in 1619 and to honor 400 years of African American history. 

“Proclaim liberty throughout all the land unto all inhabitants thereof.” 
--engraving on the Liberty Bell 
 
Bells are symbols of freedom. They are rung for joy, sorrow, alarm, and celebration...universal 
concepts in each of our lives. The symbolic gesture of ringing bells together enabled Americans 
everywhere and from all walks of life to be a part of this historic moment—to capture the spirit of 
healing and reconciliation while honoring the significance of 400 years of African American history 
and culture. 
Explore #RingToRemember on social media for a glimpse into the nationwide commemoration. 

400 Years of African American History 
The 400th anniversary is a year-long commemoration and conversation to recognize and highlight 
400 years of African American history and accomplishments. Events and activities across the 
National Park System explore this history in 2019, 2020, and beyond. 

https://www.nps.gov/subjects/partnerships/bell-ringing-for-400th.html 

https://www.nps.gov/subjects/africanamericanheritage/400-years.htm
https://twitter.com/NatlParkService/status/1165754958362419201
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23ringtoremember%20400&src=typed_query
https://www.nps.gov/inde/learn/historyculture/stories-libertybell.htm
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/africanamericanheritage/400-years.htm
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/partnerships/bell-ringing-for-400th.htm
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Volunteer Opportunity 

Atascadero Loaves & Fishes – the food pantry– needs volunteers to bag groceries on 

weekday afternoons.  Each shift is from 1-3 or 3:30, depending on the number of 

clients who come in, and you do not have to commit to a set schedule.  Volunteers sign 

up for open slots each month.  

Community Church was instrumental in founding Atascadero Loaves and Fishes, and 

several members volunteer there in a variety of capacities.  If you’d like to know more 

about this opportunity, you can talk to Jeanne Miller.  Also, there will be a volunteer 

orientation on Saturday September 14 from 9-11. 
 

Food for the Soul 
 

Are you feeling a little overwhelmed with the troubles of the world? Are you looking for 
some way that you can make a difference? Even just a little difference? Consider signing 
up to serve at the next dinner for the El Camino Homeless (ECHO) Shelter, Wednesday, 
September 11.  
Judy Wulff, Janet Morales, Mark Bewley, and I served almost eighty people in August, 
and we all agreed that it is a most rewarding and satisfying thing to do. People made a 
point of coming up to us to compliment the delicious food and to thank us for serving 
them. I think one person wanted Judy's recipe for the broccoli salad she brought. 
I, too, am grateful that our church can offer a meal every month. Thank you to all of 
you who donate so generously. 
In feeding the hungry, we feed our souls. 
 

Celia Bewley 
 

Worship Ministry 
Season of Creation is beginning and just like 
with care for our planet, we all get to 
participate. Help decorate the altar on the 
following Sundays: 

Sept. 8 – potted plants 
Sept. 15 – cut flowers 
Sept. 22 – stuffed animals 

Something exciting is also happening on Sept. 
22:  Pastor Heather will be doing a pulpit 
exchange with Rev. Rod Richards of the SLO 
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship. An 
outgrowth of their friendship, they are 
excited to meet and worship with each 
other’s congregations. 

 
 

September Birthdays & Anniversaries 

1 – Dan Rich 

2 - Capp Capper 

12- Shirley Summers 

13- Matias Bernal 

17- Marsha Robbins 

18- David & Brenda May  

Anniversary 

25- Kaylee Ryan 

30- Janet Morales 
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Blessing  

of the  

Animals 
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Thank you, September Worship volunteers!! 

Please see Marilyn Hamilton to join the lineup. 

  
Liturgist 

 
Usher 

 
Greeter 

 
Sound 

 
Kids Music Jam 

9/1 Martha Staib Marilyn Hamilton Sharon Wisenhunt Dick Ramont Kristina Prozesky 

9/8 Larry Anderson Marilyn Hamilton Janet Morales Lee Perkins n/a 

9/15 Brenda May Tbd Lynn Federman Larry Anderson Kristina Prozesky 

9/22 Celia Bewley Tbd Mark Bewley Candice Hubbard n/a 

9/29 Jeanne Miller Tbd Tbd Marilyn Hamilton n/a 

       

Sun Mon Tues Weds Thurs Fri Sat 

Sept 1 

8:40 am Choir rehearsal 
2 3 4 5 6 7 

10:00 am Worship w/ 

Communion & Kids Music 
Labor Day         

11:15 Fellowship time w/ Sept 

Birthdays 

Women Aging 

w/Humor 3-5pm 
         

8  9 10 11 12 13 14 

9:00 am Band rehearsal 

10:00 am Worship w/ Band 

11:15 Fellowship time 

 

Personnel 

meeting 

cancelled 

4pm ECHO Meal 

Please contact 

Celia Bewley to 

help out 

   

Fall Work 

Day 

9am – 1pm 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

8:40 am Choir rehearsal 

10 am Worship w/ Kids Music  

11:15 Fellowship time 

11:30 am Council mtg 

Women Aging 

w/Humor 3-5pm 

Office 

closed 

Office 

closed 

3:00 pm 

Caregivers 

meeting  

   

            

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

8:40 am Choir rehearsal 

10:00 am Worship 

11:15 Fellowship time 

11:30 am Worship ministry  

CCA Picnic 

   
6:00pm Midweek 

worship 
     

29 

8:40am Choir rehearsal 
30 Oct 1 3 2 4 5 

10:00 am Worship 5th Sunday 

11:15 Fellowship time 
        

            

 

Thursdays 10-12 @ Bru Coffeehouse – Pastor Heather’s drop-in hours 
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Community Church of Atascadero 

5850 Rosario Ave 

Atascadero, CA 93422 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greta Peck Broker Owner  

 
212 S. Main St., Suite 103 

Templeton, CA 9346 

(805)464-0400 office 

(805) 674-2249 cell 

gretapeck@msn.com 

Lic #01298277 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
     Selling real estate throughout SLO County since 2000 
 

Ten percent of any referral that results 
in a closed transaction shall be donated to the 

Always Look Your Best! 
 
With 40 plus years’ experience in the beauty 
industry, Brenda May cuts both men and women's 
hair and specializes in color. Her services are now 
available at Heart and Soles Day Spa (5405 El 
Camino Real, Atascadero, CA 93422).  
 
For appointments, please call Brenda May at 748-
7412 during the day and 466-8610 in the evening. 
 
 

mailto:gretapeck@msn.com

