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Still Speaking … 
                                             A newsletter from the Community Church of Atascadero 

 
 

Community Church 
Of Atascadero 

United Church of Christ 

5850 Rosario Avenue 
Atascadero, CA 93422 

(805)466-9108 

atascaderoucc@gmail.com 

www.atascaderoucc.org 
 

Worship 10 am Sunday 
 

Pastor:  Heather Branton 
Atascaderouccpastor@ gmail.com 
Cell phone (805) 470-9486 
Pastor’s Office Hours:  
Drop-in Thurs 10-12 at Bru 
Coffeehouse, or by appointment 
 

Church Office Hours: 
Tues – Fri  9:30 – noon 
Marth Thomson, Office Administrator 

Atascaderoucc@gmail.com 
Closed Sat., Sun., & Mon.  

 

As I Ponder… 
Ideally, I preach to myself. During Lent much of my 
preaching focused on the reign of the heavens, which is just 
and compassionate. Jesus contrasted this with the reign of 
Rome. I am still haunted by my own sermon from March 17. 
The scripture was about the vineyard owner who kept hiring 
people throughout the day. Then at the end of the day 
when it came to pay them, he began with those last hired 
and paid them a full day’s wage. Well, once he got to those 
who worked the whole day, they expected to get more than 
that. When they, too, received a full day’s wage, they were 
outraged. (Just like I would be.) Not fair! 

Naturally this parable raised lots of questions. How are 
justice and fairness related? Who deserves more? And, from 
the complaint that one of the day-long workers made – 
“you made them equal to us” – What does it mean to be 
treated equal to others who aren’t as good as we are? 

We are a justice-seeking people. We stand for many who are 
sidelined and discriminated against. We seek to expel 
bullying both from the schools and the public sphere. We 
lobby our government decisionmakers for policies that 
promote dignity and health, both for people and for the 
whole planet. We try to be a congregation of extravagant 
welcome to those not embraced in other faith communities. 
Justice is core to who we are and what we believe. And 
justice is a fundamental focus throughout our scriptures. 

But this parable has hauntingly offered me a different 
perspective. I wonder if the focus on justice is that it is a 
path to hospitality, the ultimate embrace. Imagine a world 
where hospitality had the greatest value. What if our 
policies and decisions around money and facilities and 
relationships were grounded in hospitality? What would be 
different? 

Humbly yours 

… heather 

http://www.atascaderoucc.org/
tel:%28734.904.3113
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Worship Ministry 
 
Season of Creation is coming in September! And you are all invited to 
participate. 
 
Our past few years have included a celebration of creation in September, as we 
recognize Season of Creation.  The worship ministry has worked with Pastor 
Heather to develop a series of four Sundays with a special focus on God’s 
creation.  Pastor Heather has selected four biblical stories of creation, one 
for each week, and we invite you to help us decorate the sanctuary with a 
creation theme to celebrate each one.  
 
September 8:  Our scripture is Genesis 2:4b-25. You are invited to bring potted 
plants, large or small, and place them in the sanctuary before worship begins.  
 
September 15:  Our scripture is Proverbs 8:22-31. We are asking you to bring 
flowers in vase or other receptacle to decorate the sanctuary. 
 
September 22:  Our scripture is Job 38-39. Bring the animal kingdom into the 
sanctuary by sharing any stuffed animals that you have.  
 
September 29:  Our scripture is Genesis 1:1-2:4a. The worship ministry will be 
providing a piece of art representing creation.  
 
Expect a few related activities as we consider respecting creation and healing 
the planet.  For example, one week during our time in Fellowship we’ll have a 
new mug-signing event! Stay tuned for serious and fun ways to be attentive to 
creation.  
 
 

BUILDING OUR COMMUNITY 
 
 
PRIDE IN THE PLAZA 

This was a big success as a great time was 
had by all.  Thank you to those who came 
and enjoyed the comradery with our SLO 
UCC siblings.  Many bracelets and 
necklaces were beaded by the young, old, 
and in-between who visited our booth.  We 
saw our regular friends and made some new 
ones. This event is an important part of what 
we do! 
A tremendous Thank You to those who 
worked so hard to make this happen: 
Pastor Heather and Jeanne of course,  
David May the sticker passer outer,  
Kent Kenney who made sure all was set up, 
and a special thank you to Brenda May who 
brings it all together!! 
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CHURCH PICNIC 

Our Church Picnic will be on September 22.  We are looking for helpers at this joyful gathering.  
Be sure to bring friends and family!  What games should we play and who wants to BBQ? 
Please contact Brenda May.  More information to come.  
 
FALL RUMMAGE SALE COMING 

Rummage Sale is planned for the Fall.  We are looking to change it up a bit, maybe changing 
the hours to increase our sales. October 25th-26th. Possibly adding the 24th in the evening. 
Maybe opening later and going into the evening.  The Bargain Boutique will continue as it was 
fairly successful and we want to see how it will progress. We are looking for input and 
comments so please contact Brenda or David May. 
 
 
Moderators’ Update 

Church Council met July 21.  Our Treasurer, Dick Ramont, let us know that at mid-year our 

finances are in pretty good shape.  Financial Secretary Judy Anderson announced that she has 

produced reminder notices for those who are not at one half of their annual pledge by the end 

of June.  

We learned that the termite report on Fellowship Hall was basically good news.  There are 

termites in a few areas, but they are subterranean (easier and cheaper to address) and no 

termites were found in the attic.  As we continued to discuss the needed maintenance and 

renovation of our property, we learned from Pastor Heather that Chuck Kania has agreed to be 

“project manager,” meaning he will spearhead the process of delineating what work needs to 

be done, how that can be prioritized, developing a timeline and determining costs.  Chuck will 

be meeting with Larry Anderson and Pastor Heather in order to learn what has been done to 

date and what kinds of assistance people have offered.  If you are interested in participating in 

this project, please let Chuck know so that once he’s on board he can call on those who have 

offered to help. 

A new Council will be elected at the January 2020 meeting, and we agreed that it’s time for 

members to begin considering whether they’d like to serve on Council in some capacity.  

Council will authorize a nominating committee to develop a slate of officers for the coming 

year.  Please consider how you would like to increase your involvement!  Talk to any current or 

former Council member to learn more about what is involved in the various positions.  

Finally, we continued to discuss ways to build on CCA’s incredible hospitality so that it impacts 

everything we do.  Jeanne attended a program at general synod that reminded her of our role 

in welcoming persons and families who are dealing with mental health issues and in removing 

stigma around mental health.  We continue to be a welcoming community, and this is just 

another aspect of being welcoming. 

 

Jeanne & Celia, Co-Moderators 
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Financial Note: 

Anyone wanting to receive a higher investment yield than available from bank CD's might 
want to consider term notes from the UCC Cornerstone Fund.  It is currently paying 2.75% 
interest for a 12-month term note.  The organization's website is  www.cornerstonefund.org. 

Dick Ramont, Treasurer 
 

 

Music Program Update 

Kids Music Jam is in its infancy, but so far, we've been having lots of fun and making great 

music. The schedule has a changed a bit around people's summer schedules, but here's the 

schedule as it stands now: 

Aug 18- Practice downstairs during church 

Sept 1- Practice downstairs at 10:00, followed by performance upstairs. 

After that, we'll have a break and start up again the first Sunday in October.  Please invite 

other singers to join you for our one Sunday of practice and performance! 

 

Communications Ministry.  

Have you checked out the Community Church brochures now found in the pew racks?  The 
copies on colored paper are a first draft/ trial run of a brochure that we would have printed 
in color to have available in the pews, at events (like our booth at Colony Days) or in 
Fellowship Hall.  Please take a moment to look at the brochure - does it represent us 
accurately? Are there things missing? Things that are incorrect? Photos that you'd replace? 
etc.  

Please email or talk with Jeanne Miller (jemiller@umich.edu) about any changes you'd like to 
suggest.  We hope to have a final copy to print by the first of September.  
 
 
 

August Birthdays & Anniversaries 

12 – Stew & Sally Thomson 63rd Anniversary 

14 – Brenda May 

16 – Sharon Wisenhunt 

18 – Jaron Seeman (Glenda Peck’s grandson) 

18 – Judy Wulff 

23 – David May 

23 – Lynn Jansen 

 
 

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 

August 25 Worship in Fellowship Hall 10 

am. Bring your pets on leash or in 

carriers to this worship service.  Pastor 

Heather will offer individual blessings 

for each animal and we will celebrate our 

four-legged and winged relations in 

general.  Invite your friends to this fun 

worship service! 

   

 

http://www.cornerstonefund.org/
mailto:jemiller@umich.edu
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Thank you, August Worship volunteers!! 

Please see Marilyn Hamilton to join the lineup. 

  
Liturgist 

 
Usher 

 
Greeter 

 
Sound 

 
Kids Music Jam 

8/4 Martha Staib Chuck Kania Tom Welling Dick Ramont Kristina 

8/11 Brenda May David May Tbd Marilyn Hamilton N/A 

8/18 Tbd Tbd Tbd Tbd Tbd 

8/25 Jeanne Miller Tbd Tbd Tbd N/A 

 
 

Sun Mon Tues Weds Thurs Fri Sat 

July 28 29 30 31 Aug - 1 2 3 

10:00 am Worship  

11:15 Fellowship time 
         

            

             

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

10:00 am Worship w/ 

Communion & 

11:15 Fellowship time w/ 

Aug Birthdays 

Women Aging w/ 

Humor 3-5pm 

BBQ in the 

Park 5-7pm  

      

            

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

8:40 am Band rehearsal 

10 am Worship w/ Band 

Kidz Music Jam 

11:15 Fellowship time 

 
11:00 am 

Personnel 

meeting 

4pm ECHO Meal 

Please contact 

Celia Bewley to 

bring food or 

help serve. 

No 

Caregivers 

meeting for 

August 

   

            

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

10:00 am Worship 

11:15 Fellowship time 

Women Aging w/ 

Humor 3-5pm 
        

11:30am Council mtg           

     
 

     

25 

8:40am Choir rehearsal 
26 27 28 29 30 31 

10:00 am Worship  

11:15 Fellowship time 
  

6:00pm Midweek 

worship 
     

            

 

 
Thursdays 10-12 @ Bru Coffeehouse – Pastor Heather’s drop-in hours 
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Community Church of Atascadero 

5850 Rosario Ave 

Atascadero, CA 93422 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greta Peck Broker Owner  

 
212 S. Main St., Suite 103 

Templeton, CA 9346 

(805)464-0400 office 

(805) 674-2249 cell 

gretapeck@msn.com 

Lic #01298277 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
     Selling real estate throughout SLO County since 2000 
 

Ten percent of any referral that results 
in a closed transaction shall be donated to the 

Always Look Your Best! 
 
With 40 plus years’ experience in the beauty 
industry, Brenda May cuts both men and women's 
hair and specializes in color. Her services are now 
available at Heart and Soles Day Spa (5405 El 
Camino Real, Atascadero, CA 93422).  
 
For appointments, please call Brenda May at 748-
7412 during the day and 466-8610 in the evening. 
 
 

mailto:gretapeck@msn.com

