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Still Speaking … 
                                             A newsletter from the Community Church of Atascadero 

 
 

Community Church 
Of Atascadero 

United Church of Christ 

5850 Rosario Avenue 
Atascadero, CA 93422 

(805)466-9108 

atascaderoucc@gmail.com 

www.atascaderoucc.org 
 

Worship 10 am Sunday 
 

Pastor:  Heather Branton 
Atascaderouccpastor@ gmail.com 
Cell phone (805) 470-9486 
Pastor’s Office Hours:  
Drop-in Thurs 10-12 at Bru 
Coffeehouse, or by appointment 
 

Church Office Hours: 
Tues – Fri  9:30 – noon 
Marth Thomson, Office Administrator 

Atascaderoucc@gmail.com 
Closed Sat., Sun., & Mon.  

 

As I Ponder…  

Isaac Asimov. Arthur C. Clarke. Ray Bradbury. Octavia Butler. 

Robert Heinlein. Frank Herbert. C. S. Lewis. Orson Scott Card. 

David Brin. Greg Bear. Gregory Benford. Just a few of the 

authors who have taken me to other worlds and other times. It 

seems like I have always liked science fiction. I can remember 

reading Ray Bradbury’s R Is for Rockets and S Is for Space 

when I was in 3rd grade. I like the weird and wonderful 

possibilities of other life forms. But even more, I like to ponder 

what humanity will be like 100, 500, even 1,000 years from 

now. What will society look like then? What challenges will 

we face and how will we respond to them? What will we have 

learned from the past (i.e. now) and how will we have 

addressed those issues? What new perspectives will we have? 

These are questions that excite me. I like the idea that we as 

human beings are creative, that we continue to grow and 

develop (though apparently not linearly), that our future, with 

all of the challenges, continues to hold new possibilities. 

 

So perhaps it’s not surprising that I think about church that way 

as well. I think about where we have come from that got us to 

where we are today. I think about how Christianity is changing, 

how exciting it would be to look into the future to discover the 

new expressions and metaphors for God, the new ways people 

are “being church” together – as well as the threads that 

continue throughout the centuries. 

 

Like everything else in life, the road is not always easy. But 

Community Church’s roots still run deep:  love of God and 

love of neighbor. Whether we use old or new language and 

imageries, we continue to gather together for worship, for 

community, to work together for justice, even as we have fun. 

We share stories of the past; we share dreams for the future.  

 

I continue to be filled with deep joy and hope for Community 

Church as we look ahead! 
 

Gratefully yours…  heather 

http://www.atascaderoucc.org/
tel:%28734.904.3113
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BUILDING OUR COMMUNITY 

Rummage Sale 
The Rummage Sale was a great success!! This is all because of this congregation and all the 
individuals that came together as a team to make this work so well.  
It takes a village, as I have said many times before. I do not have a total but it will be around 
$2300 dollars for this one. If we can do this twice a year, it really is a big boost to our goals 
for our Church. Thank you for all your hard work.  
Coats for Kids 
Atascadero Coats for Kids this year is December 18th for Distribution. Volunteers are needed 
for setup December 16th and 17th. Please contact Brenda to sign up to volunteer! 805 748-
7412 or 805 466-8610. Thank you all for all you do!! 
 

ECHO: A Community Service Opportunity 

Our church continues to serve dinner at the El Camino Homeless Shelter every second 

Wednesday of the month. A big thank you goes to the following people who prepared 

food and/or helped serve in the last two months: 

Judy Anderson, Alan Baer, Pat Cairns, Jim Carlisle, Phyllis Cerny, Lynn Federman, Brenda 

May, Janet Morales, Shirley Osibin, Lois Ramont, Kaye Rasband and family, Marsha 

Robbins, Wilma Sparling, Sally Thomson, Sharon Whisenhunt, and Judy Wulff. Without 

the generous help of these people and others who regularly volunteer, we could not 

provide this community service. 

 

The number of hungry people who show up for dinner each night is increasing. We are 

now preparing food for 80 or more people, so it is an even bigger commitment of time 

and resources to provide the monthly dinners. We are exploring the possibility of sharing 

this responsibility with another church group, but that is pending. 

 

Meanwhile, as usual, on the Sunday before we serve, I will be looking for volunteers to 

sign up for the ECHO meal. In November, I will have the clipboard at church on November 

10, signing up volunteers for the meal on Wednesday, November 13. However, you don't 

need to wait until then. You can call or email me at any time to volunteer for the ECHO 

meal. 

 

Don't miss a chance at this important and satisfying chance to serve our community. 

Sign up! 

 

Celia Bewley 

805-466-3413 

bewley1974@att.net 
 

mailto:bewley1974@att.net


Still Speaking – Nov 2019    

3 

Moderators' Update: Pianos, Ovens, and Advent 

Here are some of the highlights from our October Church Council Meeting. They include some 
fun opportunities, so read carefully. 

~Now that the youth music room downstairs is newly cleaned and decorated, the council 
agreed to have the spinet piano tuned. The upright piano (also downstairs) is up for grabs, 
FREE, for the taking.  If you or anyone you know is interested in the upright piano, please see 
Kristina or Celia, or call the church office, 804-466-9108. 

~Larry Anderson, chair of Buildings and Grounds Ministry, has repaired one of the Fellowship 
Hall kitchen ovens, and is in the process of repairing the second one. If all of us avoid 
slamming the oven doors, Larry might not have to work so hard and the ovens will last 
longer. 

~The council decided that on the first Sunday of Advent, December 1, fellowship time will 
take place in the sanctuary instead of Fellowship Hall, and we can all enjoy each other's 
company as we decorate the sanctuary for Christmas. We encourage people to bring 
Christmas cookies to share as we string lights, hang greenery, and get in the holiday spirit. 

~As required by state law and as a step toward becoming a designated Safe Church, eleven 
people are taking Sexual Harassment Training through an on-line course. Martha Staib, 
Personnel Chair, is the coordinator for this project. Five people have completed the 
training. The deadline is November 15. 
 
 

November Stewardship 

As a people of faith, we have been blessed with the gifts of life, and as Christians we are a part 
of a faith that transforms. We share a strong faith with each other. We welcome everyone and 
anyone to join us, and through our outreach and ministries we change lives of people in our 
community. Every Sunday I hear some sort of affirmation or testimony of how people’s lives 
have been impacted by the ministry of the Community Church of Atascadero. 

I am blessed to be a part of this church. I am grateful for the huge influence and impact it has 
had on my faith development and career. Not only do I look back, I also look ahead to the 
impact that our church can have on people’s lives now and on those who will become a part of 
our community in the future.  

I am grateful for God’s generosity to us that causes us to be generous in our sharing of the good 
news of Jesus Christ to others. I thank you for the support that each of you have shown to our 
church’s ministry this past year. This has been a great year for ministry as we continue to be 
faithful in our worship and our outreach to the community around us. Your gifts will help us to 
reach out to others, so that lives may be transformed.  
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Our Stewardship Theme this year is 3 Greats Loves: love of neighbor, love of children, love of 
creation. And these will be the focus of the first three worship services in November. During 
each of those services you will hear some special and personal messages from members of our 
church family who feel blessed to be a part of our fellowship.  

Giving to others is such a joy. It is wonderful to be part of a ministry that is changing lives and 
enriching our community. Our financial gifts do remarkable things that enable our ministry and 
mission to thrive. You will be receiving a stewardship packet and letter from Pastor Heather and 
in it there will be a pledge card. I ask you to prayerfully consider your financial commitment to 
Christ and the church for the year 2020. On November 24th we will offer our pledges or 
estimates of giving for the upcoming year and celebrate God’s great generosity and abundance. 

I am grateful for God’s generosity that causes us to be generous in our sharing Christ’s for all.   

Larry D. Young, Chair of Stewardship Ministries 
 
 
Transitional Food and Shelter will be opening the Atascadero Warming Center for the third year 
on November 1st. We are open any night that the temperature is 40 degrees or less and/or 50% 
chance of rain.  The Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, located at 4500 El Camino Real, will be 
hosting us for the whole season this year. 

We are in need of chaperones, meals, paper goods, and toiletries.  

To sign up for chaperoning go to signupgenius.com, enter joycedw2020@gmail.com.  It will take 
you to the sign-up page. 

To sign up for our meal program, go to TakeThemameal.com enter last name Atascadero Warming 
Center, password 2020.   You can sign up to help with dinner meals or lunches. If you have 
questions, you can contact us at 805-748-3887 or email soosan7@sbcglobal.net. 

For more information about Transitional Food and Shelter and the Atascadero Warming Center, or 
our primary program of housing the Medically Fragile Homeless, please feel free to call 805-466-
5404.  

We have, in the past, known how truly loving and giving people in our faith communities have 
been, and are very thankful for all that has been provided in the past. 
 
 
All Church Thanksgiving Dinner – Sunday 11/24 after worship.  The main dish of turkey loaf is being 
prepared by the Caregivers Ministry. They’ll be doing set up and prep work on Saturday at 9am in the 
Fellowship Hall kitchen (help is more than welcome).  The rest of the meal will be potluck.  Please sign up to 
bring a salad, veggies, mashed potatoes or dessert for 8.  There is a sign-up sheet in the narthex and one in 
Fellowship Hall. Or, you can call or email the office anytime.  We have much to be thankful for! 
 

Drop-In Hours change. Pastor Heather invites you to join the conversation 1:30-3:00 Thursday 

afternoons at Malibu Brew. On the corner by the sunken garden. 

http://signupgenius.com/
http://takethemameal.com/
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Advent begins on Sunday, Dec 1 (a Communion Sunday). Bring Christmas cookies to share as 

we combine our fellowship time with decorating the Sanctuary for the Christmas season. 

Come join in the fun! 

 

  
 

Photos below by Dan Rich 
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CCA at Atascadero Colony Days 
 

  

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Nov Birthdays & Anniversaries 

10 – Jeanne Miller 

10 – Larry & Dean Young Anniversary                                                                                                   

12 – Tom Comar & Lee Perkins Anniversary 

14 – Keith Kania 

20 – Chandler Ryan 

25 – Albert Young 
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Thank you, November Worship volunteers!! 

Please see Marilyn Hamilton to join the lineup. 

  
Liturgist 

 
Usher 

 
Greeter 

 
Sound 

 
Kids Music 

11/3 Brenda May David May Linda Finister Marilyn Hamilton Kristina Prozesky 

11/10 TBD Chuck Kania Lisa Kania Lee Perkins Sunday School 

11/17 TBD TBD TBD Jeanne Miller Kristina Prozesky 

11/24 TBD Marylin Hamilton TBD TBD Sunday School 

 

Sun Mon Tues Weds Thurs Fri Sat 

          1 2 

            Turn clocks 

back! 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

8:40AM Choir rehearsal 

10:00 am Worship w/ 

Communion & Kids Music 

followed by fellowship 

w/Nov birthdays 

Women 

Aging 

w/Humor 

3-5pm 

          

Daylight Saving ends             

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

9:00 am Band rehearsal Veterans 

Day 

11:00 am 

Personnel 

Meeting 

Echo Meal 

4PM Please 

see Celia to 

volunteer 

      

10:00 am Worship w/ 

Band accompanist 

followed by fellowship 

        

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

8:40 am Choir rehearsal            

10:00 am Worship w/ Kids 

Music followed by 

fellowship  

  
 

6:00 pm 

Midweek 

Worship 

3:00 pm 

Caregivers 

meeting 

    

11:30 Church Council Mtg             

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

8:40 am Choir rehearsal            

10:00 am Worship 

followed by All Church 

Thanksgiving dinner 

      Thanksgiving 

 

    

              

 
Pastor Heather’s drop-in hours - Thursdays 1:30-3:00 at Malibu Brew 
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Community Church of Atascadero 

5850 Rosario Ave 

Atascadero, CA 93422 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

Greta Peck Broker Owner  

 
212 S. Main St., Suite 103 

Templeton, CA 9346 

(805)464-0400 office 

(805) 674-2249 cell 

gretapeck@msn.com 

Lic #01298277 

 

 
 

 
 
     Selling real estate throughout SLO County since 2000 
 

Ten percent of any referral that results 
in a closed transaction shall be donated to the 

Community Church of Atascadero 
Thank you for your referrals! 

Always Look Your Best! 
 
With 40 plus years’ experience in the beauty 
industry, Brenda May cuts both men and women's 
hair and specializes in color. Her services are now 
available at Heart and Soles Day Spa (5405 El 
Camino Real, Atascadero, CA 93422).  
 
For appointments, please call Brenda May at 748-
7412 during the day and 466-8610 in the evening. 
 
 

mailto:gretapeck@msn.com

